illustrated. 105s.) London: MacMillan. 1958. THIS is a publication of immense interest which, in spite of its price, should occupy a place in the library of every gynecologist.
(Pp. 363; figs. 1292. 50s.) London: William Heinemann Ltd., 1958. THE student of surgery today is faced with the necessity of understanding basic principles in surgery, plus a reasonable amount of detail about the diagnosis and management of common and rarer conditions.
It can be difficult to do this from the comprehensive range of surgical text-books and lectures that are available to him. Mr. Harlow sets out in this atlas to summarize for the student in pictorial form various aspects of general surgery, urology, thoracic, neurological, and E.N.T. surgery, orthopxdics, obstetrics, and gynacology. There are 363 pages and 1,292 illustrations, each condition being dealt with mainly by a picture and also by a short note at the side to bring out the salient points.
It is important to remember that this book is not intended to replace the standard text-books, but there is no doubt that it forms a useful supplement to them for preliminary reading and later revision.
Minor criticisms would be that some of the line drawings, e.g., gastrectomy, might be a little difficult for the beginner to follow, that the injection of a pile is given below the mucosa overlying the mass of vessels instead of above them, and that the scaphoid plaster does not immobilise the proximal phalanx of the thumb, though this is mentioned in a sidenote.
Taking everything into consideration, it is up to date in its information.
A. MCC. Pergamon Press, 1959. THIS book consists of eleven papers (most of them in English) delivered at a small conference held in France at Saclay in June, 1958. After a short introduction by Professor J. Coursaget, there is a paper by E. J. Conway, of Dublin, who deals with the present position of the redox pump theory-a theory which is concerned with the link-up between the active transport of ions across membranes and the energy-giving oxidation-reduction systems in tissues. The analogy of the pump is used also by I. M. Glynn in considering the uptake of potassium by cells and the extrusion of sodium from them, against opposing ion concentration gradients in the fluid outside. E. J. Harris deals with ion movements in muscle and D. Nachmansohn contributes a chapter on chemical control of ion movements in nerve. Some of the chapters are by no means easy reading, at any rate, for those not familiar with the subject. The chapter by A. K. Solomon deserves special mention. It gives a clear account of experiments involving micro-manipulation of kidney tubules and is based on the classical studies of Richards. In the present work radioactive inulin and mannitol were injected into single proximal tubules of the Necturus, a fresh-water amphibian, to obtain infornation on the transport of water and ions. Presumably, at the conference the papers were followed by discussions, but these are not recorded here. The standard of production of the book is good and the articles are well illustrated. D.C. H. 81
